
 

June 18, 2020 

Dear Friends,  

I am overjoyed that today a narrowly divided Supreme Court extended a lifeline to some 700,000 

Dreamers, allowing them to remain safe from deportation, at least for now. While I had hoped that 

the Supreme Court would have affirmed DACA and prevented it from being rescinded in the future, 

I am nonetheless heartened by this good news. It comes at a time when we are all yearning for 

something positive.  

Even as we celebrate today’s news, this remains a painful time for many. Immigrant communities are 

among some of the hardest hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. The exclusion of immigrant families from 

federal aid, the attempts to cut the wages of farmworkers, and the lack of protection for asylum 

seekers and those in detention are all outrageous violations of our belief in the dignity of all life.  

This ruling is also timely in that it comes when we are wrestling as a society with a larger awakening 

to the systemic patterns of racial injustice suffered by people of color, in particular our black and 

brown brothers and sisters. Just as it was the leadership of young activists on the front lines who 

have been so essential in the struggle for Dreamers, I know that the leadership of young people 

today, following the murders of George Floyd and so many others, will help further lead us to be the 

kind of country we aspire to be. I am grateful to the Jesuit schools, universities and ministries that 

have played a prominent role in this journey. 

Even in this painful moment of physical distancing, we can and will come together across distance to 

stand up for the most vulnerable — for the immigrant, for the homeless, for the incarcerated, for 

those who have been racially profiled, for those who have been killed and died without justice.  

I know that daily our Ignatian ministries are deeply involved in the work of justice, sending letters, 

meeting with elected officials and educating community members. I am grateful and inspired by this 

work. Now is a time we need to keep working! Let us continue to call our representatives, to 

schedule e-meetings with them, to write letters and participate with our interfaith partners and local 

communities in advocacy and care for our neighbors. 

I do not know what the future will bring, but I am hopeful when I imagine facing it together. I trust 

God wants a more just and equitable world for His people even more than we do. 

In prayerful solidarity, 

 

 

Scott Santarosa, SJ 

Provincial 


