
 

P[stor’s M_ss[g_               M[r]h 14, 2021           Fourth Sun^[y of L_nt 

Blindness and Sight  

    

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 Storyteller William Bausch observes that Scripture speaks of two kinds of blindness: 
physical blindness and spiritual blindness.  Here is an example of each. 
 

 In the year 1818, a French harness maker had a nine-year-old son named Louis.  “Some 
day, father,” said Louis, “I want to be a harness maker, just like you.”  “Why not start now?” said 
his father, who took a piece of leather and drew a design on it.  “Now, my son,” he said, “take the 
hole-puncher and hammer and follow this design.  Be careful that you don’t hit your hand.” 

 

 The excited boy began to work, but once when he hit the hole-puncher, it flew out of his hand and pierced his 
eye.  He immediately lost the sight in that eye.  A few years later, the other eye failed.  Louis was now totally blind. 
 

 One day, Louis was sitting in the family garden.  A friend handed him a pine cone.  When Louis ran his fingers 
over the pine cone, an idea came to him.  He began to create an alphabet of raised dots on paper so that blind people 
could feel the letters and read.  In this way, Louis Braille opened up a whole new world for the blind, and it came out 
of a tragic accident.  It is not good to be blind or to suffer from any affliction.  But God can work through people like 
Louis Braille or the blind man in today’s gospel to bring enormous good to others.  God can be glorified, and people 

can be richly blessed even through pain and suffering. 
 

 Then there is spiritual blindness.  Have you 
heard of the more than one hundred women, all Cambo-
dian refugees, who fled their country during the regime 
of Pol Pot – to escape the atrocities of the killing fields?  
These women now live in Long Beach, California.  Eve-
ry one of them is clinically blind – even though leading 
ophthalmologists insist that their eyes are not injured and 
are capable of normal functioning.  They suffer from the 
condition known as hysterical blindness.  These sightless 
women were so traumatized by what they witnessed that 
their brains set up a protective barrier as it were – to pre-
vent them from seeing anything at all. 
 

 Do you know anyone like this?  Maybe they are 
not physically blind, but they seem to have tunnel vision 
or moral blind spots.  Their minds are made up and they 
avoid questions or alternative points of view.  Sometimes 
they shut out God because they’ve suffered a traumatic 
loss, or they can’t reconcile a good God when evil peo-
ple prosper or innocent people get ripped off.   
 

 Con�nued on next page 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY 10:30 AM Mass: Mid-Morning Service –
Sign up online at sipdx.org (button on opening page,) or 

call leaving Name, Number in group, phone, & date. 
You will get a confirmation before attending Mass.  

(Thank you!) 
 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY: 12:00 PM weekday Mass 
in the church, no sign up needed 

 

SATURDAY:  Recorded Mass available online, the 
link is on our website:  sipdx.org   

 

RECONCILIATION,  by appointment 503-777-1491 

 

CONTACT US: 
St Ignatius Parish 

3400 SE 43rd Avenue  
Portland, OR 97206  

Phone:  503-777-1491   
office@sipdx.org   *   www.sipdx.org 



 

 How will they see again?  The answer is that the faith witness of compassion and love will give sight again.  
There is the story of a pediatric oncologist named Dr. Diane Komp.  She described herself as an agnostic when she first 
started practicing medicine.  But working with dying children changed her skepticism into an unshakable faith in God. 
 

 Dr. Komp was treating a seven-year-old girl named Anna, who had fought leukemia for five years and had little 
strength left.  Moments before she died, the little girl suddenly sat up in bed and announced that she saw angels.  A smile 
lit up her face as she described their beautiful singing.  And then this little child, radiant with joy, lay down and died.  
The doctor became alive in faith because of the witness of a child. 
 

 The truth is, everyone is blind to some degree.  Everyone has honest questions and lingering worries.  Everyone 
wonders, for example, where is God when evil overwhelms good, when bad things happen to good people?  Why do we 
have to die?  The only promise that St. Paul clings to is God’s word that “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human 
heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.” 

 

 This final story has the same message.  When William Montague Dyke was ten years old, he was blinded in an 
accident.  Despite his disability, he graduated from an English university with high honors.  While he was in school, he 
fell in love with the daughter of the Chief Naval Officer of the British Navy, and they became engaged.  Even thought he 
had never seen her, he loved her for her insightful mind, clever humor, and joyful spirit. 
 

 Shortly before the wedding, William had eye surgery in the hope that the operation would restore his sight.  If it 
failed, he would remain blind for the rest of his life.  William insisted on keeping the bandages on his face until his wed-
ding day.  If the surgery was a success, he wanted the first person he saw to be his new bride. 
 

 The wedding day arrived.  The many guests assembled to witness the exchange of vows.  William’s father, Sir 
William Hart Dyke, and the doctor who performed the surgery stood next to the groom, whose eyes were still covered 
with bandages. 
 

 The organ trumpeted the wedding march, and the bride slowly walked down the aisle to the front of the church.  
As soon as she arrived at the altar, the surgeon took a pair of scissors from his pocket and cut the bandages from Wil-
liam’s eyes.  Tension filled the church.  The congregation of witnesses held their breath as the congregation waited to 
find out if William could see the woman standing before him.  As he stood face-to-face with his bride-to-be, William’s 
words echoed throughout the cathedral.  “You are more beautiful than I ever imagined!” 

 

 That story is the human heart’s deepest desire and faith’s promise: that one day, when the bandages that cover 
the eyes of our mortal minds and hearts are removed, and you and I see the Risen Lord for the first time, we will affirm 
what faith has promised: “You are more beautiful than I ever imagined.” 

 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.      
Pastor 
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Mass Readings for Mar 14, 2021 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 

Mass Readings for Mar 21, 2021 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

Go Forth and Set the World on Fire  ~ Mar 14th  
This year in IGNITE we will explore prayer in the Catholic Tradition through music and the lives of Saints and Mystics. 
The invitation is simple:  COME -with an open heart to see what it is all about;  CONTEMPLATE -the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in your own life and experience; CONNECT - to the Mass, the saints, the people of  St. Ignatius, and your 
heart. DATES:   Mar 14, Mar 28, Apr 11, Apr 25          To Join our mailing list, contact Grace at gbyrd@sipdx.org 

Come to one class, come to all - as you desire All classes will take place from 6 - 7:15PM  on Zoom. 
Meeting ID:  882 2844 4763    *    Passcode: 1491 

M[ss R_[^ings  

IGNITE 



 
Please keep in your prayers  
Monday    Mar  15 Bona Venture Oh & family 

Tuesday    Mar  16  Jim Emig 

Wednesday  Mar  17   Anna Dvorak 

Thursday  Mar  18   Steve Sprando  
Friday   Mar  19   Frank Frangipani 

D[ily Pr[y_r Int_ntions  

Nov_n[ of Gr[]_ M[r]h 4-12, 2021 

Beauty and Brokenness:  
Blessed by a Novena of Grace 

March 4-12 

Thank you for your prayers and 
your presence during our 2021 
Novena of Grace. If you have par-
ticipated in this Novena, either 
virtually or in person, please con-
sider giving to support our efforts. 
All contributions will offset Nove-
na expenses and support the minis-
tries of St. Ignatius Parish. Thank 
you. 

We would love to hear your 
thoughts on this year's Novena — 
your feedback helps us improve. 
Please visit novenaofgrace.com 
and click the Survey tab to share 
your comments with us. 

Video recordings will be available via the St. Ignatius YouTube channel,   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL6GMqYI3YZlDr39IjRVi8w/videos 

ST IGN@TIUS SUND@Y M@SS SIGN UP 

 NOTICE;  We will be rearranging the seating at Mass to allow a few more seats (still social 
distant-but a bit more use of space.) 

 

This means spots will open up on some of our full Masses, please check our website for new 
openings on Tuesday March 16th!! 

 

Limited Attendance continues:  We are very excited to offer in-person Mass to St. Ignatius 
parishioners! We are working with guidance from the Archdiocese and honoring the recom-

mendations of health officials. The pandemic situation continues to change, so it’s possible the 
system we are developing may also change in the coming weeks. Thank you so much for your 

patience and cooperation during this time. 

•Please wear a mask, this is required for entry. 

•Don't attend Mass if you're sick or believe you've been exposed to COVID-19. 

•Families from the same household may sit together as a group. 

•Please maintain social distancing and keep your group at least 6 feet from others while at Mass. 
The faithful are still dispensed from their Holy Day obligation, so attendance is not required. 

 

  (Sunday Mass Sign up must be received the Thursday before the Mass date by NOON.  Thank  You.) 
Sundays at 10:30am reserve a spot online www.sipdx.org or by calling the office. 503-777-1491 

 

WEEKDAY MASS WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY & THURSDAY AT 12:00 PM,  
no sign up required. 



P[rish St[ff 

Office Hours: 
Mon –Thurs 9am-3pm 

503-777-1491 
OR 

office@sipdx.org 

 
STAFF DIRECT EMAIL: 

Pastor 

Craig Boly, SJ 

cboly@sipdx.org  

Ext  231 

 

Associate Pastor 

Billy Biegler, SJ 

bbiegler@sipdx.org 

Ext 226 

 

Senior Priest 

Dan Sullivan, SJ 

dsullivan@sipdx.org  

Ext 224 

 

Pastoral Admin & Music 

Joseph Byrd 

jbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 238 

 

Faith Formation/RCIA 

Grace Byrd 

gbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 245 

 

Family Life 

Beth Schaller 

bschaller@sipdx.org  

Ext 236 

 

Facilities  

Breese Watson 

bwatson@sipdx.org  

Ext 227 

 

Office Manager 

Pa>y Frangipani 

pfrangipani@sipdx.org 

OR 

office@sipdx.org 

Ext 221 

 On Monday, March 15, our junior high students will return to 
campus for the first time in just over a year.  The staff has been work-
ing hard to make the transition as seamless as possible.  Teachers in 
junior high will spend the week getting students oriented with the new 
procedures, and then we will all be off on Spring Break.  We are so 
grateful to a supportive community who has helped make this reopen-
ing possible with their diligent adherence to the safety guidelines.  We 
are especially happy that we will be able to have our eighth grade class 
attend their final trimester on campus.  Please continue to hold our stu-
dents, families, and teachers in your prayers as we add our final piece 
to the puzzle. 
 

 Registration for next year was due last week, and teachers spent time with pro-
spective students last Friday.  We are excited to welcome new families to 
our community.  As always, if you know someone who is interested in St. 
Ignatius School, please have them give us a call so we can set up a Zoom 
meeting to answer questions and show them around (virtually). 
  

Kathleen Downing 

St. Ignatius Parish School 
Second Grade Teacher/Vice Principal 

W__kly justi]_ r_]omm_n^[tion 

S]hool 

C[mp How[r^ Summ_r 2021 

March 14 (4th Sunday of Lent) Annu-
al Collection for Catholic Relief Ser-
vices (CRS carries out the commit-
ment of the U.S. Bishops to assist the 
poor and vulnerable overseas.) Why 
It’s Important: “Solidarity helps us to 
see the ‘other’—whether a person, 
people or nation—not just as some 
kind of instrument, with a work capacity and physical strength to be exploited at low cost 
and then discarded when no longer useful, but as our ‘neighbor,’ a ‘helper,’ to be made a 
sharer, on a par with ourselves, in the banquet of life to which all are equally invited by 
God.” St. John Paul II  
 

This week we support The Catholic Relief Services Collection to help Jesus in disguise. 
This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support for struggling 
communities and to work for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers 
and sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the 
collection. Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

Camp Howard Summer 2021 

Registration is now open at www.cyocamphoward.org 

Join us for Summer Day Camp and Family Camp at Camp Howard this 
summer. Make friends, explore the outdoors, enjoy traditional camp activ-
ities like archery, arts & crafts, pedal carts, swimming, fishing, and more.  
 

OPEN HOUSE DATES:  
Saturday, May 22nd, 2pm to 5pm & Sunday, June 27th, 2pm to 5pm 

 

Camp Howard is hiring Summer Staff. Email Peggy English, Camp Director , for  an 
application: peggye@cyocamphoward.org. 
Camp Howard is working closely with Oregon Health Authority to maintain effective pro-
tocols. 

In Thanksgiving for the life of Steve Sprando 



Co-Chair:  Joyce Keane 

Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com 

 

Co-Chair: James Nguyen 
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 

 

Ma>hew Pearl 

mjmpearl@aol.com 

 

Genie Filipowicz 

genieflip@gmail.com 

 

Jeremy McKay 

Michele.mckay@me.com 

 

Emily Gumper 

emilygumper@gmail.com 

 

Norman Williams 

jimtam7@gmail.com 

 

Abby Morales 

ahefer75@gmail.com 

 

Mike Moore Jr. 

Mike.moorejr@gmail.com 
 

P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email based 

prayer chain you can submit 

prayers or sign up to pray for 

other’s intentions, just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to pray  

Children’s Liturgy – Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  
*Special request - If you can change the name of the Zoom screen to your child/
children’s names, it helps our leaders!  Our Children’s Liturgy program is being of-
fered this year by Nathan Williams, Michele Becker and Angela & Nick Kockler 
each Sunday from 10:30-11:00 a.m.  It’s recommended for ages 5-10, but all are wel-
come.  Visit our Family life page on the website. 
Vacation Bible School this summer & Children’s Liturgy next year – we need your 
input! Are there methods and formats that would work for  your  family? We will 
meet via Zoom on Sunday, March 14th from 8:00-9:00 p.m. to share ideas.  To join the 
conversation, please email bschaller@sipdx.org for the Zoom link. 
Mom’s Groups Zoom Schedule – Sundays during Lent from 9:15-10:15 a.m. 
The Mom’s group meets weekly during Lent from 9:15-10:15 a.m. on Sundays via 
Zoom.  We welcome anyone for a one time visit or a regular presence.  If you want to 
receive our regular Zoom links and updates, email Beth at bschaller@sipdx.org. 
Mar. 14, 21, 28 - during LENT we will use LTP’s “Give us this Day” booklet to pray the 
morning liturgy of the hours  
Sacramental Preparation for First Communion – LAST YEAR & THIS YEAR 

Please pray for our home-study students who will be celebrating their First Reconcilia-
tion this Saturday, March 13th.  Home-study families - it’s time to find the candle jars that 
your child prepared in the fall.  Sign-up for our First Reconciliation Service here:  Recon-
ciliation Mass Sign up | St. Ignatius Parish (sipdx.org) 
Here is our upcoming schedule:   Mar 13 – First Reconciliation Celebration – 10am at St. Ignatius 
Church  (home study group only):  Mar 21 – banners and cards for prayer partners are due at the 
Church (2020  & 2021 classes) Apr 10 – “Breaking Bread” shared ritual (2020 & 2021 classes) 
 First Communion celebrations – April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16 

IMPORTANT:  Be sure that you have signed up your child for a First Communion mass 
in April or May.  May 16th is already filled.  We want to make sure that all our families 
are signed up before the masses are filled with other guests.  You can use this link if you 
have not yet signed up:  https://www.sipdx.org/mass-sign-up  Masses will be removed 
from the sign-up when they become filled.  If you are hav-
ing trouble signing up or have other questions or concerns 
preventing you at this time, please let me know. 

Lent 2021 Family Life – Home Faith Formation 
Suggestions 

F[mily Lif_ 

Fasting: 
Lent is a time to grow closer 
to God: to take up new prac-
tices that lead to God and 
leave behind practices that 
distract us from him.  What 
practice can you add or re-
move that will lead you clos-
er to God?  Model and assist 
children in this reflection 
and practice.  Fasting works 
best when connected with 
prayer and almsgiving rather 
than for its own sake. 

Prayer: 
Lenten prayer chain - 
Cut 40 strips of purple 
paper and write the name 
of a person or group of 
people to pray for on 
each strip.  Link the 
strips into a chain and 
hang in your home.  
Each day tear one off 
and pray for that inten-
tion. 

Almsgiving (giving): 
As a family, decide on a recipi-
ent for your Lenten giving and 
if possible, connect your fast-
ing practice with your giving.  
For instance, if denying your-
self something, donate to a 
family jar instead of indulging.  
At the end of the season, give 
to the intended charity or recip-
ient.  Even better, include a 
caring message. 

Liturgical Decor: 
Create a visible space such 
as a table centerpiece or a 
small altar area in your 
home.  Use purple as the 
prominent color.  Include 
symbols of Lent – desert 
symbols like rocks or cacti 
work well.  You can even 
write your Lenten commit-
ments on rocks.  Signs of 
spring are also appropriate – 
flowers budding, etc.  Lent = 
spring. 
  

Recipe: 
Did you know soft Pret-
zels were invented as a 
Lenten snack?  They 
represent arms crossed in 
prayer. 
https://
www.catholicicing.com/
pretzels-for-lent/ 
  

Bury the Alleluia Activity: 
The Church does not sing the 
“Alleluia” during Lent.  Have 
your children paint or design a 
small banner with the word 
“Alleluia” and include joyful 
symbols of Easter and spring.  
Display the Alleluia banner 
until Ash Wednesday.  Then, 
choose a place to “hide it 
away” for the season of Lent.  
Hang it up again on Easter. 




