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God’s “Fair” is Mercy    

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 If you love surprise endings, today’s Gospel is for you.  

But if you are accustomed to imagine God having a human 

no�on of fairness, you might find this parable disappoin�ng.  

At first glance, it seems to be a story of paying wages to work-

ers who work a lot or a li%le – about fairness and generosity. 
 

 Told only in Ma%hew, this parable is actually about 

how different God’s ways are from human ways – a snapshot 

of how things are in God’s kingdom.   You expect the story to 

be about performance deserving its reward, or pay that is 

equal in measure and kind.  But parables are told to subvert 

reality and to reverse an expected pa%ern.  Here God is not 

limited by human expecta�ons of fairness. 
 

 To understand the story, remember its original context.  A first interpreta�on of the story speaks to 

the detractors of Jesus.  When Jesus ministered, some objected that he reached out with equal kindness to 

sinners and to the righteous.  Whether a person came to God early or late, Jesus received them with equal 

affec�on.  Jesus seems to make the point that God’s ways are tempered both by mercy and generous love. 
 

 Another interpreta�on has to do with tensions between Jewish Chris�ans and pagan converts.  A2er 

the resurrec�on, this parable challenged Jewish believers (who had come early “at dawn” to Jesus) to accept 

pagan Gen�les (who had come to Christ only lately).  For Jewish Chris�ans to be open to non-Jewish follow-

ers of Jesus was a real struggle.  Paul’s le%ers and the Acts of the Apostles chronicle these antagonisms.   
 

 At a third level of interpreta�on, Ma%hew applies this parable to his own com-

munity members.  Addressed to Ma%hew’s friends, it instructs them about their manner 

of leadership.  Jesus welcomed those who came early to him as well as those who were 

not as quick to embrace his mission.  So should any disciples if they are be leaders in 

God’s reign. 
 

 The parable’s point is that Chris�ans are to extend God’s mercy to all without fa-

voring one group or sligh�ng another.  Disciples are to give mercy freely, without meas-

ure, and without considering what others may actually deserve.   
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 A teacher one day sent a student to the principal’s office for misbehaving in class.  A2er hearing the 

facts, the principal took out a ledger and wrote the student’s name in it.  Then the principal said to the stu-

dent, “You have not been sent to me before.  You may usually be a coopera�ve student for all I know.  At 

�mes even good students make mistakes.  Therefore, I’ll make a note in pencil you were sent.  But as you can 

see, I’m wri�ng your name in pencil, and I’m not bearing down very hard.  If you behave and are not sent to 

me for the rest of the year, I will erase your name from the ledger.  And no one will ever remember anything 

about today.”  This was a lesson in mercy that the student never forgot. 
 

 Mercy is the unnamed virtue that inspired Jesus to teach this parable about the vineyard.  At first, 

hearers of the story can bristle at what appears to be an unfairness perpetrated on hard-working laborers.  

But the key to understanding the parable is in the first sentence – the story is not simply about a vineyard, 

but about the kingdom of God.   
 

 One lesson is that entrance to the kingdom cannot be earned, no ma%er how early you rise or how 

long you work.  Entrance is God’s gi2, given freely and mercifully both to those who by human standards 

seem to deserve it, as well as to those who don’t.  Generosity and mercy are two views of the one face of 

God.   
 

 The final couplet of this Gospel passage gives an upside-down reversal: The last and first will change 

places.  Does this mean that in heaven, the hard workers will be at the end of the banquet table while the 

slackers get first choice of the best wine?  No, it means that even those who don’t deserve a place at the ta-

ble will be every bit at home as those who have long dwelled in their Father’s house.  And everyone will re-

joice in God’s mercy. 
 

 In summary, the all-day workers could easily feel that they should get more than the latecomers.  But 

the generous landowner saw it differently.  And it was his money to distribute as he chose.  So it shall be in 

God’s kingdom. 
 

 This is a li%le like a story of a robbery that took place in our na�on’s capital.  Late one night, a mugger 

wearing a ski mask popped out of the bushes in front of a well-dressed congressman who was taking a stroll 

through the park.  The mugger stuck his gun in the lawmaker’s ribs and demanded, “Give me your money.”  

Indignantly, the poli�cian retorted, “You can’t do this to me.  I’m a congressman.”  The mugger quickly re-

plied: “In that case, give me my money.” 
 

 In the biblical point of view, God loves each person with total and passionate devo�on.  Even though 

each child of God is unique, some smart, others athle�c, s�ll others loveably goofy or serious, everyone com-

pletely delights God’s heart.  It is not your prideful arrogance or nasty gossip or simmering grudges that re-

move you from God’s love.  It is not your hard work or successes or virtue that cause God to love you.  God is 

crazy about you because that’s who God is – unrelen�ng and inexhaus�ble Love. 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.      

Pastor 
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Mass Readings for Sep 20, 2020 

Isaiah 55:6-9 

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 

Ma%hew 20:1-16a 

 

Mass Readings for Sep 27, 2020 

Ezekiel 18:25-28 

Philippians 2:1-11 

Ma%hew 21:28-32 

M[ss R_[^ings  
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S P A N I S H  C O U R T  S E N T E N C E S  S A L V A D O R A N   

C O L O N E L  T O  1 3 3  Y E A R S  F O R  J E S U I T  M U R D E R S  

Your St. Vincent de Paul pantry provided 65 individuals from 22 families with food boxes 

in the month of August. Addi�onally, u�lity assistance was provided to five families. Do-

na�ons can now be brought to the church during noon�me mass. The pantry is currently 

in need of canned tuna and vegetables, as well as peanut bu%er and paper bags with 

handles. Many thanks! 

R[]i[l Justi]_ R_]omm_n^[tion 

 It was wonderful to join together in our second all-

school, virtual Mass, which was live streamed through zoom on 

Wednesday. This week, Ruby and Lilah MacKenzie, grades 6 and 

4, joined us in their masks to do the readings! Please consider 

joining us each Wednesday at 1:30, h%ps://us02web.zoom.us/

j/5659000419?pwd=UkxrWmJ2TUpTb010TkVsRFpaU2F3QT09 
 

 Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Virtual Back to School Night 

on Thursday. We are all geRng very prac�ced at mee�ng in digital environments 

to share informa�on, learn and connect.  
 

 We are especially grateful to our St. Igna�us School Founda�on for their 

presenta�on of $110,000 in badly needed tui�on assistance funds. Founda�on 

Board Chair, Sue Schweitzer, shared a bit about the work of the board and that 

for nearly 37 years their goal has been to support access to St. Igna�us School. 

This year we are s�ll geRng requests for aid as families adjust to job loss or other 

COVID or wildfire impacts. Please reach out if you can help a family this year.  
 

 On Friday during our second supply pick up, the school community also 

came together for our first all school service project. Fam-

ilies picked up learning material and dropped off canned 

goods to be delivered to families displaced by wildfire. 

We can all do something to alleviate the challenge in our 

world today. Empowering our students to be bearers of 

light is a cri�cal lesson for our �me when so many feel 

hopeless. Great job, ‘Gators! 
 

 Our Catholic High Schools will be virtually visi�ng 

our kids next week to get them ready for what their next 

educa�onal environment. We always love welcoming the 

spirit and energy of our visitors (and some alums!) as they 

paint a picture of what awaits our 8
th

 graders as they look 

to further their Catholic educa�on. 
 

 Thank you for your prayers and know you are in ours! Blessings – 

Kelli Clark, Principal 

kclark@sipdx.org 

St Vin]_nt ^_ P[ul 

St Ign[tius S]hool 
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Emily Gumper 
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Mike Moore Jr. 
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P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email 

based prayer chain you can 

submit prayers or sign up to 

pray for other’s inten�ons, 

just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to 

pray  

You are invited to join us via Zoom  this fall to IGNITE  

where we will explore prayer  through the Saints, Mys�cs,  

and music.  If you would like to deepen your IGNITE experience,  

please consider purchasing a copy of  "Prayer in the Catholic Tra-

di�on" by Robert J. Wicks 

 

Contact Grace if you would like to a%end the Zoom –IGNITE 

gbyrd@sipdx.org 

Congr[tul[tions 

Congratula�ons Jeff, Shane, Robert, Dee, and Michael on your celebra�on of the 

Sacraments of Ini�a�on!  (see larger picture at www.sipdx.org) 

May the risen Christ fill your heart with joy, bring you new hope, and bless you 

with peace. 

Tom, Jaclyn, Kirsten, and Darren have recently completed the Marriage Prepara�on classes 

at St. Igna�us.  Both couples are marrying in the coming days and weeks at St. Igna�us.  

Please hold both couples in your prayers as they celebrate the Sacrament of marriage. 
 

Tom and Jaclyn met here in Portland, both being transplants from out of state. A2er only a 

few dates, they both knew this rela�onship was something special. Originally from Reno, NV 

Tom is a project manager for Peterson CAT. Jaclyn is from Oronod, WA and is an Occupa�on-

al Therapist at Emanuel Hospital. Together they enjoy the outdoors, sports, traveling and 

good food. They are excited to start their life together and appreciate the St. Igna�us com-

munity holding them in prayer! 
 

Kirsten and Darren are both from Eugene, OR where they knew each other in their high 

school days.  A2er traveling around the country and world, both returned to Oregon a few 

years ago, reconnected through mutual friends, and the rest is history!  Kirsten is a civil rights 

a%orney and yoga instructor.  Darren is a musician, music educator, and caregiver.  Together 

they enjoy gardening, playing baseball, dancing, tending to their goats and chickens, and 

a%ending mass. 

I  G N I T E 



 

D[ily Int_ntions for Pr[y_r 

Children’s Liturgy – Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10:30 a.m.  Michele Becker is invi�ng you to a scheduled Zoom mee�ng. 

Topic: Children's Liturgy of the Word Sept 20   Time: Sep 20, 2020 10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Mee�ng  h%ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/6890921349?pwd=R2NNNmlmSVdWTUxKVll4VzJHK2hTdz09 

Mee�ng ID: 689 092 1349     Passcode: 103352 

 

Catechists (leaders/teachers) are needed for Sacramental Prepara�on in 2021-2022.  .  Please prayerfully consider if 

God is calling you to prepare children for the Sacraments of Reconcilia�on and First Communion.  Two adults are need-

ed to lead this ministry.  Fair-share hours or a s�pend is available.  If you would like to “shadow” the program this year 

you are most welcome to do so while discerning this call.  This ministry provided a rich opportunity to form children 

and families in their faith, develop community and rela�onships and use your crea�ve teaching gi2s.  Contact Beth 

Schaller bschaller@sipdx.org  for any ques�ons 
 

Arise! Shine, for your light has come!  (Isaiah 60:1) 

Women’s Fall Retreat -Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020   *   10am – noon      via Zoom 

Presenters:  Ana Guizado & Tara LudwigThe retreat will include Scripture, presenta�ons, small group �me 

and shared prayer.  Register on the St. Igna�us website at www.sipdx.org   

 
A reminder that October 12 is the final day Oregonians can  

register to vote in the Nov 3 Presiden�al Elec�on. Check here to register online, or to see if you are registered, 

to vote-  h%ps://sos.oregon.gov/vo�ng/Pages/registra�on.aspx?lang=en  

Ku^os  & Di^ you Know? 

Sharon Nicola for cleaning the refrigerators and setting up the kitchen after deep cleaning 

Kelli Clark and Julie Frangipani for working so hard on the Covid protocols  to get the School ready for the students  

Steve S. for replacing ceiling tiles in hallways and vestibule of the church. 

Joseph, Joe M, Fr. Craig and Fr. Billy - making the school Masses live and happening! 
 

We currently have 17 students signed for Confirmation this year 

We’ll have received 9 people into the church through our RCIA liturgies in September 

We have 21 children signed up for “home-study” reconciliation preparation.  We are delaying the start until we can 
safely distribute supplies. 

Art by 

Please keep in your prayers  

Monday    Sep 21  Benancia Serna 

Tuesday    Sep 22  Tristan Jimenez 

Wednesday  Sep 23  Sco% Niedermeyer 

Thursday  Sep 24  Esterlina Lampert 

Friday   Sep 25  Jim Emig 

F[mily Lif_ 

In Th[nksgiving for th_ lif_ of   V_roni][ H[nk_l   &   S]ott Ni_^_rm_y_r 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED:  The Tibbe%s House needs volunteers to help clean, a2er bidding farewell to its most recent 

guest.  If you have �me, and are interested, please let Joseph Byrd know at jbyrd@sipdx.org, and he'll connect you 

with our Tibbe%s House co-chairs, Lauren Mackenzie and Kerri Babin. 

Hearts go out to those affected by wildfire....Service Project: Donate food and personal hygiene items to The Gro%o’s 

food drive. New date: Wednesday, Sept. 23, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Ar�cle from Fr Tobin, NCR  h%ps://www.ncronline.org/news/poli�cs/cardinal-tobin-person-good-conscience-could-

vote-biden Cardinal Tobin: A 'person in good conscience' could vote for Biden;  Sep 16, 2020, by Christopher White 

Poli�cs 



Dear St. Igna�us families, 
 

It is truly heart-breaking right now to witness the terrible devasta�on of the wildfires and to live in fear of drawing a 

breath.   I’m grateful and inspired by the ways that people have responded with ac�on, support, and prayer for those 

most in need.  It seems that 2020 is determined to “wake us up” to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.  In that 

vein, I wanted to offer ways that we can act now and for the future.  Erika Moseson, St. Igna�us parishioner, mother of 

three, and MD (Lung Doctor), recently started a blog called “Air Health, Our Health” and she offers a great list of ways 

that we can be the hands and feet of Christ.  I offer them here and invite you to visit her website at h%ps://

airhealthourhealth.org/. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Erika, for being a voice of direc�on and truth.  
 

On a related note, here are some groups that are ac�vely working for clean air and water and advoca�ng for the earth 

(and those upon it!).  If you’re not already involved, one of these would be a good place to start: 
 

h%ps://www.lung.org/    (American Lung Associa�on) 

h%ps://catholicclimatecovenant.org/  (Catholic Climate Covenant) 

h%ps://catholicclimatemovement.global/  (Global Catholic Climate Movement) 

h%ps://350.org/   

Come, Holy Spirit, come!  Renew the face of the earth.   

Be our breath, be our life.   

Breathe on us and fill our hearts with your peace. 

 

Warmly, 

Beth Schaller  

Family Life Coordinator, bschaller@sipdx.org 

 

Things you can do: 

Donate/Invest in Resiliency- 

1-Donate to World Central Kitchen– working to feed 

firefighters and those on the frontline 

h%ps://wck.org/ 

 

2-Donate to Pacific NW Red Cross– fund organized by 

KGW news  

h%ps://www.redcross.org/donate/cm/kgwmediagroup-

pub.html/ 

 

 

3-Donate to California Fire Founda�on– suppor�ng fam-

ilies of fallen firefighters, firefighters, and their commu-

ni�es 

h%ps://www.cafirefounda�on.org/ 

 

4-Donate to the NorCal Wildfire Relief Fund- helps La�-

no-led organiza�ons get cri�cal financial assistance, re-

housing support, and emergency transla�on for La�no 

and immigrant families affected by the fires 

h%ps://www.calfund.org/norcal-wildfire-relief/ 

Take Ac�on– 

1- Demand your elected representa�ves take climate 

change seriously and fund programs to decrease carbon 

emissions and plan for effects of climate change, includ-

ing catastrophic fires.  

 

2- Thank your firefighters. Donate to organiza�ons 

above to support them. Ensure they have adequate 

PPE, health care coverage and support for their fami-

lies.  

3- Recognize that many of those who need to flee fire 

are climate refugees. Expand your compassion to those 

around the world who also need to flee drought and 

heat to find be%er lives. We are all in this together.  

 

Consider buying a T-shirt (walking billboard approach) 

advising people not to light things on fire and breathe 

them into their lungs as a way of star�ng a conversa�on 

about the importance of healthy air and addressing cli-

mate change.  (h%ps://airhealthourhealth.org/stuff/) 

F[mily Lif_ 




